A Discouraging Surprise Attack (1 Samuel 30 1-6) 

I. A Devastating Attack 

(They Took That Which Was...) 

A. Provisional (The Familiar) 

B. Prospering (The Financial) 

C. Precious (The Familial) 

II. A Despairing Aftermath 

A. There Was Brokenness 

B. There Was Barrenness 

C. There Was Bitterness 

III. A Desperate Approach 

A. He Clave To God's Person 

B. He Confided In God's People 

C. He Craved God's Path 

IV. A Determined Advance 

A. A Comforting Promise 

B. A Courageous Persistence 

C. A Kind Providence 

V. A Decisive Apprehension 

A. Justice Was Revealed 

B. Joy Was Regained 
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1) Here in our text, David and his men come upon the 
aftermath of a surprise attack upon their homes and as 
we read in vs. 4 & 6, the loss caused despair, distress and 
discouragement. Every one of us sooner or later will 
come across the hillside just like David and come face to 
face with a discouraging surprise attack. But in this 
account as spiritual principals that can shield us from 
endless despair. The first thing we see in this account is... 

2) ...crossed the hill before Ziklag, and realized what had 
happened. The Enemy had taken that which was .... 

3) ..it might be, we must realize that our families that which 
is precious is vulnerable to a surprise attack. This is why 
I'm preaching this message to you, so that when the 
smoke rises over the hill and you see the results of a 
surprise attack, you will know what to expect and to do. 

4) ...point and tare each other apart instead of hold one 
another together. 


1) Psalms 27:10 When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the LORD will take me up. Psalms 18:6 In my 
distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: 
he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came 
before him, even into his ears. Psalms 56:3-4 What time I 
am afraid, I will trust in thee. In God I will praise his word, 
in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can 
do unto me. 

2) ...path God wants him to take. In order to rise above 
distresses and discouragements, we are to lift our eyes 
and long for His direction in our lives. One author writes: 
"We cannot encourage ourselves much in (the Lord) 
unless we are prepared to submit our way to Him." 

3) ...no matter how dismal the circumstances are the child 
of God can know that our hope can be recovered! That 
once again we can know joy. Romans 8:28 And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

4) ...become discouraged and despairing and we become 
side lined, we don't take God at his word and trust that 
all will be recovered. We wallow in self-pity, instead of 
pressing "toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. fPhilippians 3:14) Keep perusing 
even when those around you are faint! 


C. DolaX^ Ot^LAJi«) G?CSxeX>4 ^caXXk - kccJ C*S&&d 







ckUuju^s^ o^ c^uMw^ fi^-i^ ^ ^i cSM A^(9 


- 




^0 HiA^u-d>UuwCji^^lX^« 





^.LA SOW ^sis&AJUueW^LC^"'^' ^Grt U9>-* Ves^d 
fa jCLu^mj. , cJ^~~ Aj^vi l^^iX /y^cy^ SLsi £>J^hl \j$i&SULi*>S*Xfr 


3S, //2-v^ ^O^Mfi c^^O £lvt£~^ S<&c) -&u^ /C^ /ioi 

-0, 






r-gAA^Uo^vj&4 ^ tail uaJ$ §&Luo <d^- lw UL|<i2A^caJ~ 


1) James Smith : "The means are in God's hand as well as 
the end; and the things that God chooses are "weak and 
despised" in the eyes of the ungodly, like this Egyptian, 
but mighty to the pulling down of the strongholds of 
Satan." So as you pursue, keep your eyes open for God's 
provision to point the way. "Where God guides, He 
provides!" 

2) Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. 

3) Deuteronomy 32:35 To me belongeth vengeance, and 
recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day 
of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come 
upon them make haste. 

4) Psalms 9:7-8 But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath 
prepared his throne for judgment. And he shall judge the 
world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the 
people in uprightness. 

5) Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever. 

6) ...upon God. You may not get your family member back 
from the grave. You may not get you job, home, or 
finances back but joy and courage can be restored. 


